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1. People deserve and require credit for their 
work.

2. Successfully completing English 
Composition requires students learn to 
write, think critically, and research on their 
own, not via someone else’s work.
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Works Cited page

Parenthetical Notation
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 Alphabetical listing of all works used in the essay.
Usage can be in the form of:

 Quotes
 Summaries
 Paraphrases

 Is always a stand alone page(s) at the end of an 
essay.

 Maintains margins, page numbering, and spacing 
from the rest of the essay.

 Uses hanging indention rather than paragraph 
indention for each entry.
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 We include a works cited page in order to:
 Give credit to the authors whose works we 

have used to support our own ideas.

 Help readers track down the sources to learn 
more about the topics we have discussed.

 Add credibility to our ideas by showing 
readers the types of sources we are using 
(ethos) 
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 Any source can be documented
.
 Books, periodicals, multimedia, and Internet 
sources have different needs when formatting. 
However, all have some basic fundamentals in 
common.

 Who created this source?
 Who published this source?
 When was it published?

 

___________________________________ 

___________________________________ 

___________________________________ 

___________________________________ 

___________________________________ 

___________________________________ 

___________________________________ 



Slide 7 

 Not including a source you have used in your paper 
on the works cited page is plagiarism, intentional or 
technical.

 Not including a complete entry for a source can be 
plagiarism if the information is inaccurate, but most of 
the time it is just a serious deduction, perhaps 
resulting in a D for an assignment.

 Messing up style, such as punctuation, title case, or 
order of information will lead to points deducted, but 
these are not plagiarism issues.

 

___________________________________ 

___________________________________ 

___________________________________ 

___________________________________ 

___________________________________ 

___________________________________ 

___________________________________ 

Slide 8 

 When writers incorporate information from any 
outside source in their essays, they must give credit to 
that source at that point via parenthetical notation, 
sometimes called in-text citation.

 These notices can take a variety of forms, and 
writers should be familiar with all of them in order to 
add variety to their writing.
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 Parenthetical notation takes its content from the 
source in question and from the arrangement of 
information on the Works Cited page.

 Whatever information the writer uses as the first 
item in a works cited entry should be the 
identification information in an in-text citation.

 The page number information should come from 
the actual document itself – what pages in the source 
display this specific info?
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 The most common and basic type of citation 
is adding the author’s name and page number 
where the information cited occurs: (Smith 
32). 

This is sometimes called the “Signal out” –
meaning that it signals to your reader that you 
have finished the reference to the outside 
source.
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 It is usually better, though, to also include a “Signal In.” 
This gives the reader information in the sentence about 
the source  you are using, and clearly tells them that you 
are sharing information from an outside source.

 The most common type of the “Signal In” is the cited 
author name drop: According to Harvard Law professor 
Lawrence Lessig, people should be allowed to legally 
sample copyright information and remix it to create 
something new (45). This lets my reader know I’m talking 
about Lessig, so I only need to include a page number in 
the “Signal out” if Lessig is the author of the source from 
which I am citing.
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 Secondary Source Signal In: If I am quoting 
someone from a source written by someone else, I 
have to juggle both the quoted author and the 
author from whose source I got the information. 

For example, Lessig wrote a book called Remix. If I 
use that as my source, then I have to only use his 
name. However, if I read an article by Tom Smith 
about Lessig, and it is from this article that I take 
my information, then I have a secondary source 
issue. That signal out and signal in would look like 
this: According to Harvard Law professor 
Lawrence Lessig, people should be allowed to 
legally sample copyright information and remix it 
to create something new (qtd. In Smith 5). 
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 Importance of this difference: If Tom Smith has 
inaccurately credited Lessig or inaccurately presented 
Lessig’s ideas, then it is important for my protection 
legally, in case of libel, that I myself do not continue to 
directly credit Lessig. Showing that I only got this info 
via another source, protects me.

 Lesson: It is always best to find the primary source 
rather than use a secondary source. However, 
sometimes that is not possible.
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 How you incorporate information does not 
matter. All sources require at the very least a 
signal out.

 Internet sources have some issues that cause 
problems. Because most internet sites do not 
have page numbers, signaling out is not 
necessary if you signal in. Once you have 
credited an Internet source by signaling in, 
there is nothing left to put in parenthesis.

 

___________________________________ 

___________________________________ 

___________________________________ 

___________________________________ 

___________________________________ 

___________________________________ 

___________________________________ 

Slide 15 

 Not giving credit to your sources in your essays 
is plagiarism.

 Crediting sources only on either the works cited 
page OR via in-text citation is incomplete 
documentation, what we call “technical 
plagiarism.” 

 Whether intentional or technical, the resulting 
grade is still an F.
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