43 Acknowledging Sources,

367-68 (
375-88 @4
417-25
388-407 ¢

426-38

370

Avoiding Plaglarism

Whenever you do research-based writing, you find yourself entering a
conversation —reading what many others have had to say about your topic,
figuring out what you yourself think, and then putting what you think In
writing— “putting in your oar,” as the rhetorician Kenneth Burke once wrote,
As a writer, you need to acknowledge any words and ideas that come from
others —to give credit where credit is due, to recognize the various authori-
ties and many perspectives you have considered, to show readers where they
can find your sources, and to situate your own arguments in the ongoing
conversation. Using other people’s words and ideas without acknowledgment
is plagiarism, a serious academic and ethical offense. This chapter will show
you how to acknowledge the materials you use and avoid plagiarism.

Acknowledging Sources

When you insert in your text information that you've obtained from oth-
ers, your reader needs to know where your source’s words or ideas begin
and end. Therefore, you should introduce a source by naming the author
in a SIGNAL PHRASE, and follow it with a brief parenthetical IN-TEXT CITATION
or by naming the author in a parenthetical citation. (You need only & brief
citation here, since your readers will find full bibliographic information in
your list of WORKS €ITED [MLA] or REFERENCES [APA].)

Sources that need acknowledgment. You almost always need to
acknowledge any information that you get from a specific source. Mater-
ial you should acknowledge includes the following:
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Direct quotations. Any words that you quote from another source must
be enclosed in quotation marks, cited with brief bibliographic infor-
mation in parentheses, and introduced with a signal phrase that tells
who wrote it and provides necessary contextual information, as in the
following sentence:

In a dissenting opinion on the issue of racial preferences in col-
lege admissions, Supreme Court justice Ruth Bader Ginsburg
argues, "The stain of generations of racial oppression is still visi-
ble in our society, and the determination to hasten its removal
remains vital” (Gratz v. Bollinger).

Arguable statements and information that may not be common knowl-
edge. If you state something about which there is disagreement or
for which arguments can be made, cite the source of your state-
ment. If in doubt about whether you need to give the source of an
assertion, provide it. As part of an essay on “fake news” programs
like The Daily Show, for example, you might make the following
assertion:

The satire of The Daily Show complements the conservative bias
of Fox News, since both have abandoned the stance of objectiv-
ity maintained by mainstream news sources, notes Michael Hoyt,
executive editor of the Columbia Journalism Review (43).

Others might argue with the contention that the Fox News Channel
offers biased reports of the news, so the source of this assertion needs
to be acknowledged. In the same essay, you might present informa-
tion that should be cited because it's not widely known, as in this
example:

According to a report by the Pew Research Center, 21 percent of
Americans under thirty got information about the 2004 presiden-
tial campaign primarily from “fake news” and comedy shows like
The Daily Show and Saturday Night Live (2).

The opinions and assertions of others. When you present the ideas, opin-
ions, and assertions of others, cite the source. You may have rewrit-



ten the concept in your own words, but the ideas were generated by
someone else and must be acknowledged, as they are here:

Social philosopher David Boonin, writing in the Journal of Social
Philosophy, asserts that logically, laws banning marriage between
people of different races are not discriminatory since everyone of
each race is affected equally by them. Laws banning same-sex
unions are discriminatory, however, since they apply only to peo-
ple with a certain sexual orientation (256).

« Any information that you didn’t generate yourself. If you did not do the
research or compile the data yourself, cite your source. This goes for
interviews, statistics, graphs, charts, visuals, photographs —anything
you use that you did not create. If you create a chart using data from
another source, you need to cite that source.

e Collaboration with and help from others. In many of your courses and
in work situations, you'll be called on to work with others. You may
get help with your writing at your school’s writing center or from fel-
low students in your writing courses. Acknowledging such collabora-
tion or assistance, in a brief informational note, is a way of giving
credit—and saying thank you. See guidelines for writing notes in the

388 MLA and APA sections of this book.

425

Sources that don't need acknowledgment. Widely available informa-
tion and common knowledge do not require acknowledgment. What con-
stitutes common knowledge may not be clear, however. When in doubt,
provide a citation, or ask your instructor whether the information needs
to be cited. You generally do not need to cite the following sources:

« Information that most readers are likely to know. You don’t need to
acknowledge information that is widely known or commonly accepted
as fact. For example, in a literary analysis, you wouldn't cite a source
saying that Harriet Beecher Stowe wrote Uncle Tom’s Cabin; you can
assume your readers already know that. On the other hand, you
should cite the source from which you got the information stating
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that the book was first published in installments in a magazine and
then, with revisions, in book form, because that information isn’t com-
mon knowledge. As you do research in areas you're not familiar with,
be aware that what constitutes commeon knowledge isn’t always clear;
the history of the novel's publication would be known to Stowe schol-
ars and would likely need no acknowledgment in an essay written for
them. In this case, too, if you aren't sure whether to acknowledge
information, do so.

e Information and documents that are widely available. If a piece of infor-
mation appears in several sources or reference works or if a docu-
ment has been published widely, you needn’t cite a source for it. For
example, the date when astronauts Neil Armstrong and Buzz Aldrin
landed a spacecraft on the moon can be found in any number of
reference works. Similarly, the Declaration of Independence and the
Gettysburg Address are reprinted in thousands of sources, so the ones
where you found them need no citation.

e Well-known quotations. These include such famous quotations as Lady
Macbeth’s “Out, damned spot!” and John F. Kennedy's “Ask not what
your country can do for you; ask what you can do for your country.”
Be sure, however, that the quotation is correct; Winston Churchill is
said to have told a class of schoolchildren, “Never, ever, ever, ever,
ever, ever, ever give up. Never give up. Never give up. Never give up.”
His actual words, however, taken from a longer speech, are much dif-
ferent and begin “Never give in.”

e Material that you created or gathered yourself. You need not cite pho-
tographs that you took, graphs that you composed, or material
from an interview or data from an experiment or survey that you
conducted —though you should make sure readers know that the
work is yours.

A good rule of thumb: when in doubt, cite your source. You're unlikely to be
criticized for citing too much—but you may invite charges of plagiarism
by citing too little.
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DOING RESEARCH

Avoiding Plagiarism

When you use the words or ideas of others, you need to acknowledge who
and where the material came from; if you don't credit those sources, you
are guilty of plagiarism. Plagiarism is often committed unintentionally —
as when a writer paraphrases someone else’s ideas in language that is
close to the original. It is essential, therefore, to know what constitutes pla-
giarism: (1) using another writer's words or ideas without in-text citation
and documentation, (2) using another writer's exact words without quo-
tation marks, and (3) paraphrasing or summarizing someone else’s ideas
using language or sentence structures that are too close to theirs.

To avoid plagiarizing, take careful NOTES as you do your research,
clearly labeling as quotations any words you quote directly and being care-
ful to use your own words and sentence structures in paraphrases and
summaries. Be sure you know what source material you must DOCUMENT,
and give credit to your sources, both in the text and in a list of REFERENCES
or WORKS CITED. Be especially careful with material found online —copy-
ing source material right into a document you are writing is all too easy
to do. You must acknowledge information you find on the Web just as you
must acknowledge all other source materials.

And you must recognize that plagiarism has consequences. Scholars’
work will be discredited if it too closely resembles another’s. Journalists
found to have plagiarized lose their jobs, and students routinely fail
courses or are dismissed from their school when they are caught cheating—
all too often by submitting as their cwn essays that they have purchased
from online “research” sites. If you're having trouble completing an assign-
ment, seek assistance. Talk with your instructor, or if your school has a
writing center, go there for advice on all aspects of your writing, includ-
ing acknowledging sources and avoiding plagiarism.
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