Revision Marks
When you get your papers back, I will have made comments on them. To avoid rewriting the same things over and over again, I’ve compiled a list of the most common errors in student papers and listed them below with explanation and tips for correction. Your essay may not have any of these problems. I will specify on your paper by using the abbreviations below.
1. POV: Point of View.  The only acceptable POV in argument for academic papers is 3rd person (he, she, it, they, them). 2nd person (forms of “you”) is not allowed. 1st person singular (I, me, mine) is only allowed if you are sharing relevant personal experience. 1st person plural (we and our) is more acceptable if you need to show that you and your audience are in this together.

2. RO, CS, FRAG: These are labeled as sentence boundary issues. Run-ons, comma-splices, and fragments breakdown the coherence of a paper, making it sometimes difficult to understand the writer’s meaning. You must eliminate these problems from your writing. Learning the rules of punctuation and sentence construction can help you reach a point where you will rarely make these mistakes.

3. TRANS: Transitions: these help link sentences, paragraphs, and ideas together. Marks such as “choppy”  “AWK” and “?” are often a result of missing transitions. Your writing handbook lists short transitional phrases and words (like conjunctive adverbs). However, sentences can also function as transitions when they bridge the gap between ideas and points.  Here’s an example:

Since the days of the pioneers of the United States, firearms have been part of the American tradition as protection and a means of hunting or sport. Because of fast and steady increase in crime and the fight for the right to own a hand gun, the introduction of legislation for gun control, to try to reduce the crime in the United States, has been a hotly debated issue in recent years. Although many people feel that gun control violates the right of the people, given in the second amendment "the right to bear arms", controlling distribution and sales and the registration of guns and gun owners is necessary because of the homicide rate involving guns and the violence by criminals using guns.
The problem with this paragraph, in terms of transitions, is that the first sentence discusses guns in the colonial period, the second sentence concerns gun control in recent years, but the writer has not given the reader any help in going from one idea to the next and showing us how the two are connected. Why mention guns during pioneer times? What has the use of guns for hunting and protection got to do with increased gun-related violence? There has to be some connection or else why start there?
To read more about transitions, go here: http://www.unc.edu/depts/wcweb/handouts/transitions.html.

4. ?: This symbol means that the sentence or passage is unclear to the point that I cannot even offer a suggestion. Oftentimes this happens because the writer leaves words out, fails to use transitions, or does not take the time to explain the point fully.

5. W: Wordy: you have littered your sentences with unnecessary words and phrases. These can be small problems like saying “circle around” when all you need to say is “circle.” They can be unnecessary and distracting phrases like “in conclusion,” “the purpose of this essay,” “I think,” or “in my opinion.” Or they can be more problematic issues that breakdown coherence, like: “Design seems intimidated by the messiness of the territory where the scientific or the technological world, with which it is confident, and the study of behaviour, with which it is not, overlap.” Source: “Consumption and Creativity in the Information Age” – Thackara, John (Academic article)  
For examples and tips on avoiding wordiness, check out:
http://ecow.engr.wisc.edu/cgi-bin/get/epd/497/grossenbac/oldercours/studentedi/wordiness.doc

http://leo.stcloudstate.edu/style/wordiness.html

6. PREP: Preposition: Be sure you are not only using correct prepositions but that you have not left one out of your sentence. A caret (^) inserted between two words means that you have left out something. You should also be careful not to use too many prepositional phrases in a row. This can also cause wordiness and lead to incoherence.
Tips on preposition usage: http://books.google.com/books?id=tkLh5ycikhAC&pg=PA16&lpg=PA16&dq=prepositional+phrase+and+wordiness&source=bl&ots=f7eAYJ4mBR&sig=bA5r5rm2lKGpuGviNm7Ktr4IJ4o&hl=en&ei=JuHLSd2pBsPqnQe9ncnMCQ&sa=X&oi=book_result&resnum=7&ct=result#PPA1,M1
7. REP: Unnecessary repetition of ideas, words, or phrases. Though we can use repetition to add emphasis to our writing, too often writers simply repeat the same ideas, perhaps in the exact same way. If the ideas are very simple, if the repetition occurs too close together, or if the use of the word or phrase happens too often, then this creates a negative effect. Your reader will become annoyed and bored with the writing.  This can also be a type of wordiness.

Tips:  http://books.google.com/books?id=EfSfBYOPL6QC&pg=PA179&lpg=PA179&dq=unnecessary+repetition&source=bl&ots=WUexzUtfhg&sig=IXILu5xuZfwTstj4mJYs6-usmmw&hl=en&ei=0eLLSaaHPN_lnQeOo6npCQ&sa=X&oi=book_result&resnum=3&ct=result

http://www.gettoefl.com/toefl_essay/X_ex4.htm
8. For more tips on problems and how to correct them, go to http://kimberlychapman.com/essay/badwriting.html#grammar.

http://www2.ivcc.edu/rambo/eng1001/conciseness.htm
