ENG 1213: Annotated Bibliography

To practice the skills of MLA-style documentation and summary, you will construct an annotated bibliography. Choose as your topic something you can write the last essay over.  See the Unit 4 handout on my website for details on the problem-solving essay. Due: April 3rd (TR) or April 4th (MWF/online).
1. On Monday after Spring break, turn in a list of 5 topics you would be interested in researching. The topics must all be viable for a problem-solving argument paper.

2. Once you have received my comments back on your topics, choose one.

3. You must now find sources for your topic and summarize each one.

· For a chance at an A, your annotated bibliography must have a least 15 sources.

· For a B, your annotated bibliography must have at least 12 sources.

· For a C, your annotated bibliography must have at least 9 sources.

· All sources must be correctly formatted according to MLA-style.

· All sources must be legitimate, credible documents (see Troyka).

4. Your bibliography will follow the rules of a works cited page with one addition: after each entry, you will indent and write a single-spaced summary of no more than 150 but no less than 50 words. Look at the Annotated Bibliography Template I’ve provided on the website for an exact representation of the formatting. Read the UNC handout on Annotated Bibliographies for more info. You are writing a combo bibliography – annotations include both summary and evaluation.
5. If you are using books, anthologies, or other large works, you may need to only summarize a specific chapter that deals with your topic.

This assignment is worth 100 points. You may NOT turn in a Unit 4 essay without first turning in the annotated bibliography and the paper proposal.
Example of an annotated bibliographic citation that provides both summary and evaluation:

Doll, Susan, and Greg Faller. "Blade Runner and Genre: Film Noir and Science Fiction."  Literature Film Quarterly 14.2 (1986): 89-100. 

Doll and Faller assert that Ridley Scott's film, Blade Runner, exhibits elements of two distinct pulp genres, film noir and science fiction. The genre cross-pollination is a reflection  of Philip K. Dick's novel, Do Androids Dream of Electric Sheep?, upon which the movie is based. After a useful discussion of genre, the authors go on to effectively discuss defining characteristics of both noir and sci-fi, despite the difficulties of such a project. Through the course of accessible discussion and useful examples from the film, the complexities involved in the combination of genres are revealed. In addition, the article also examines the ways that noir and sci-fi in fact complement each other, noir providing a distinct style and sci-fi a distinct narrative direction. Both genres are also concerned with many of the same issues, especially social constructs, ethics, and the state of being human.

